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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

I. The declaration filed on 12/03/2007 under 37 CFR 1.131 is sufficient to overcome 
the Whinnett et al. (US 2004/0219919 Al) reference. 

A llowable Subject Matter 

II. Claims 20-22 and 31-34 contain allowable subject matter. The following is an 
examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Claim 20 recites a method comprising steps as defined in the specification (pages 4-13) 
including, in pertinent part, as follows: receiving, from the base station in response, a power 
control bit, a data rate grant bit and an acknowledgment/non-acknowledgment indication, 
wherein there exist at least four R-SCH states and at least eight transitions between the R-SCH 
states, wherein the at least four R-SCH states include an R-SCH initialization state, an R-SCH 
autonomous state, an R-SCH scheduled state, and an R-SCH release state. 

Applicant's independent claim 20 comprises a particular combination of elements, which 
is neither taught nor suggested by the prior art. 

Claims 21-22 are allowable based on their dependence of independent claim 20. 

Claim 31 recites a method comprising steps as defined in the specification (pages 4-13) 
including, in pertinent part, as follows: transmitting data from the mobile station to the base 
station over a reverse supplemental channel (R-SCH), wherein there exist at least four R-SCH 
states and at least eight transitions between the R-SCH states, wherein the at least four R-SCH 
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states include an R-SCH initialization state, an R-SCH autonomous state, an R-SCH scheduled 
state, and an R-SCH release state. 

Applicant's independent claim 31 comprises a particular combination of elements, which 
is neither taught nor suggested by the prior art. 

Claim 32 recites a mobile station with a structure as defined in the specification (pages 4- 
13) including, in pertinent part, as follows: said data processor being responsive to a reception of 
an acknowledgment indication from the base station for switching the mobile station to a 
scheduled mode of operation and for transmitting data from the mobile station to the base station 
over a reverse supplemental channel (R-SCH), wherein there exist at least four R-SCH states and 
at least eight transitions between the R-SCH states, wherein the at least four R-SCH states 
include an R-SCH initialization state, an R-SCH autonomous state, an R-SCH 
scheduled state, and an R-SCH release state. 

Applicant's independent claim 32 comprises a particular combination of elements, which 
is neither taught nor suggested by the prior art. 

Claim 33 recites a method comprising steps as defined in the specification (pages 4-13) 
including, in pertinent part, as follows: transmitting data packets from the mobile station 
transmitting data from the mobile station to the base station over a reverse supplemental channel 
(R-SCH), wherein there exist at least four R-SCH states and at least eight transitions between the 
R-SCH states, further comprising transmitting mobile station buffer activity bits and a data rate 
request bit, and receiving, from the base station in response, a power control bit, a data rate grant 
bit and an acknowledgment/non-acknowledgment indication, wherein the at least four R-SCH 
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states include an R-SCH initialization state, an R-SCH autonomous state, an R-SCH scheduled 
state, and an R-SCH release state. 

Applicant's independent claim 33 comprises a particular combination of elements, which 
is neither taught nor suggested by the prior art. 

Claim 34 recites a mobile station with a structure as defined in the specification (pages 4- 
13) including, in pertinent part, as follows: in the scheduled mode, the mobile station is 
configured to transmit a request by providing data transmission power information and selected 
data transmission buffer status information to the base station for granting a data transmission 
rate to the mobile station, wherein there exist at least four R-SCH states and at least eight 
transitions between the R-SCH states, wherein the at least four R-SCH states include an R-SCH 
initialization state, an R-SCH autonomous state, an R-SCH scheduled state, and an R-SCH 
release state. 

Applicant's independent claim 34 comprises a particular combination of elements, which 
is neither taught nor suggested by the prior art. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

III. Claims 23-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 



I. 
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Claim 23 recites the limitation "the MS" in lines 10, 13, and 16. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim because the claim refers only to mobile station 
buffer status which not considered a "MS". 

Claims 23 recites "wherein the method is a method for operating the MS with the BS for 
transmitting data packets from the mobile station to the base station over the R-SCH, wherein 
there exist at least four R-SCH states and at least eight transitions between the R-SCH states, 
where the at least four R-SCH states comprise a R-SCH initialization state, a R-SCH 
autonomous state, a R-SCH scheduled state, and a R-SCH release state" in lines 15-20. This 
language is unclear as to what method the stated "the method is a method" in line 15 is referring 
to. This limitation renders the claim indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly 
claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claims 24-30 are rejected based on their dependence of independent claim 23. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

IV. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 
claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any 
evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1.56 to point out 
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the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later 
invention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) 
and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1,148 USPQ 459 
(1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining obviousness under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating obviousness 
or nonobviousness. 

V. Claims 1-19 and 35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Kadaba et al. (US 7,158,504 B2) in view of Gopalakrishnan et al. (US 6,836,666 B2). 

Regarding claim 1 Kadaba teaches a method comprising when the mobile station is in an 
autonomous mode of operation, autonomously transmitting data from the mobile station to the 
base station on a reverse channel (see col. 4, lines 18-20 & 39-42). Kadaba teaches in response 
to receiving an acknowledgment indication from the base station, that comprises a reverse 
channel assignment message for the mobile station, switching the mobile station to a scheduled 
mode of operation (see col. 9, lines 10-14 and col. 14, lines 5-7 & 10-12). Kadaba teaches 
where, while in the scheduled mode, the mobile station provides data transmission buffer status 
information (see col. 9, lines 30-34). Kadaba teaches transmitting data from the mobile station 
on an assigned reverse channel (see col. 9, lines 52-54). Kadaba does not specifically teach the 
mobile station provides data transmission power information and data transmission buffer status 
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information as a request to transmit data. Gopalakrishnan teaches the mobile station provides 
data transmission power information and data transmission buffer status information as a request 
to transmit data (see col. 4, lines 35-39 & 44-49). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to make the device adapt to include the mobile 
station provides data transmission power information and data transmission buffer status 
information as a request to transmit data as recited in Gopalakrishnan because Kadaba discloses 
that the system in Gopalakrishnan teaches a scheduling method that can be implemented in the 
present invention (see col. 4, lines 22-27). 

Regarding claim 2 Kadab and Gopalakrishnan teaches a device as recited in claim 1 
except for a supplemental channel request message. Kadaba does teach transmitting data in a 
scheduling mode on a supplemental channel (see col. 9, lines 52-53). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention as made to make the device 
adapt to include a supplemental channel request message because such a request is required to 
effectuate the transmitting data on the RJSCH taught in Kadada. 

Regarding claim 3 Gopalakrishnan teaches a reverse access channel that comprises one of 
a Reverse Enhanced Access Channel and a reverse fundamental channel or a reverse dedicated 
channel (see col. 10, lines 41-45). 

Regarding claim 4 Kadaba and Gopalakrishnan teach a device as recited in claim 2 
except for where the acknowledgment indication comprises a supplemental channel assignment 
message. Kadaba does teach transmitting data in a scheduling mode on a supplemental channel 
(see col. 9, lines 52-53). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention as made to make the device adapt to include where the acknowledgment indication 
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comprises a supplemental channel assignment message because such an acknowledgment is 
required to effectuate the transmitting data on the RJSCH taught in Kadada. 

Regarding claim 5 Gopalakrishnan teaches where an acknowledge indication that 
comprises power control bits and data rate grant bits (see col. 3, lines 40-54). 

Regarding claim 6 Gopalakrishnan teaches where the power control bits and data rate 
grant bits are received by the mobile station on a common power control channel (see col. 3, 
lines 40-54). 

Regarding claim 7 Gopalakrishnan teaches transmitting mobile station buffer activity bits 
and a data rate request bit, and receiving, from the base station, a power control bit, a data rate 
grant bit and an acknowledgment/non-acknowledgment indication (see col. 3, lines 14-25 & 40- 
54). 

Regarding claim 8 Gopalakrishnan teaches where the data rate request is transmitted as 
part of a dynamic buffer status report, and request one of an increase in data rate, a decrease in 
data rate, or no change in the data rate (col. 3, lines 19-23). 

Regarding claim 9 Gopalakrishnan teaches where the data rate grant bit is time 
multiplexed by the base station with the power control bit, and indicates one of a grant of the 
requested data rate or denial of the requested data rate (see col. 3, lines 8-13 & 40-54). 

Regarding claim 1 0 Kadaba teaches an apparatus comprising an RF transceiver for 
conducting bidirectional wireless communications with a base station (see col. 4, lines 18-20 & 
39-42). Kadaba teaches a data processor operating under the control of a stored program for, 
when the apparatus is in an autonomous mode of operation, autonomously transmitting from the 
apparatus to the base station on a reverse channel (see col. 4, lines 18-20 & 39-42). Kadaba 
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teaches in response to receiving an acknowledgment indication from the base station, that 
comprises a reverse channel assignment message for the apparatus, switching the apparatus to a 
scheduled mode of operation (see col. 9, lines 10-14 and col. 14, lines 5-7 & 10-12). Kadaba 
teaches where, while in the scheduled mode, the apparatus provides data transmission buffer 
status information (see col. 9, lines 30-34). Kadaba teaches transmitting data from the apparatus 
on an assigned reverse channel (see col. 9, lines 52-54). Kadaba does not specifically teach the 
apparatus provides data transmission power information and data transmission buffer status 
information as a request to transmit data. Gopalakrishnan teaches the apparatus provides data 
transmission power information mid data transmission buffer status information as a request to 
transmit data (see col, 4, lines 35-39 & 44-49). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to make the device adapt to include the 
apparatus provides data transmission power information and data transmission buffer status 
information as a request to transmit data as recited in Gopalakrishnan because Kadaba discloses 
that the system in Gopalakrishnan teaches a scheduling method that can be implemented in the 
present invention (see col. 4, lines 22-27). 

Regarding claim 1 1 Kadaba and Gopalakrishnan teach a device as recited in claim 2 and 
is rejected given the same reasoning as above. 

Regarding claim 12 Kadaba and Gopalakrishnan teaches a device as recited in claim 3 
and is rejected given the same reasoning as above. 

Regarding claim 13 Kadaba and Gopalakrishnan teach a device as recited in claim 4 and 
is rejected given the same reasoning as above. 
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Regarding claim 14 Kadaba and Gopalakrishnan teach a device as recited in claim 5 and 
is rejected given the same reasoning as above. 

Regarding claim 15 Kadaba and Gopalakrishnan teach a device as recited in claim 6 and 
is rejected given the same reasoning as above. 

Regarding claim 16 Kadaba and Gopalakrishnan teach a device as recited in claim 7 and 
is rejected given the same reasoning as above. 

Regarding claim 17 Kadaba and Gopalakrishnan teach a device as recited in claim 8 and 
is rejected given the same reasoning as above. 

Regarding claim 1 8 Kadaba and Gopalakrishnan teach a device as recited in claim 9 and 
is rejected given the same reasoning as above. 

Regarding claim 19 Gopalakrishnan teaches where the mobile station and the base station 
communicate over a reverse synchronous code division, multiple access channel (see col. 10, 
lines 8-9). 

Regarding claim 35 Kadaba teaches wherein the apparatus is a mobile station (see col. 5, 
lines 1-5). . 

Response to Arguments 
VI. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-19, 23-30, and 35 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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VII. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Conclusion 

VIII. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to BRANDON J. MILLER whose telephone number is (571)272- 
7869. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri. 8:00 am to 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, George Eng can be reached on 571-272-7495. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
infonnation system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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